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MHI Bottomfish | ATTreENTION: COMMERCIAL BOTTOMEISH FISHERS

Updates:

SSC Meeting:

The 99th Scientific and Statis-
tical Committee (SSC) Meet-
ing took place on October 8-
10, 2008. An updated Hawai-
ian Archipelago Bottomfish
stock assessment was pre-
sented by a Pacific Islands
Fisheries Science Center
(PIFSC) biologist. The SSC
decided on a TAC recommen-
dation of 254,000 pounds to
be presented to WESPAC
council based on past catch
data. PIFSC scientists believe
that a TAC of 249,000 would
have a 50% risk of overfishing
of Deep 7 bottomfish in the

MHI.

Fisher's Forum:

During the 143rd Council
meeting there was a public
fisher’'s forum to discuss the
MHI bottomfish fishery. Fish-
ermen from both Oahu and
neighbor islands attended the
meeting. PIFSC scientists
presented the new stock as-
sessment and a possible TAC.
Fishermen voiced their con-
cerns about using both re-
stricted fishing areas and a
closed season as a manage-
ment tool and multijurisdic-
tional management of the
fishery. They also empha-
sized that there needs to be
more communication be-
tween the fishers and manag-
ers.

TAC for 2008-2009 Bottom-
fish Season:

On Thursday October 16,
2008 the Council recom-
mended a proposed TAC of

241,000 pounds.

ANDDEALERS, A" REQUEST FEOR YOUR KOKUA.
Dear Commercial Fishers and Fish Dealers:

At the 143rd meeting of the Western Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Council
(WESPAC), of which the State is a voting member, the Council recommended a TAC of
241,000 pounds for the main Hawaiian Islands commercial bottomfish fishery during
the upcoming fishing period, which begins on November 15, 2008 and extends to Au-
gust 31, 2009. Fishing for Deep 7 bottomfish will be allowed until the TAC is attained,
or the end of the fishing period, whichever comes first. Aithough NMFS recently deter-
mined that the entire archipelagic bottomfish stock is no longer in a state of overfish-
ing, their analysis indicates that the main Hawaiian Islands portion of the fishery con-
tinues to experience overfishing. As a result, State and Federal managers have con-
curred that there is still a basis for exercising caution in regard to management of the
main Hawaiian Islands stock. Beginning in 2007, the fishery has been managed via a
total allowable catch (TAC) that is set on an annual basis. A new fishing year will then
begin on September 1, 2009. The TAC for the new fishing year will be set by the Coun-
cil at its meeting in July 2009,

When the bottomfish fishery re-opens this year on November 15, 2008, state waters
around the main Hawaiian Islands will be open to bottomfish fishing EXCEPT those wa-
ters within the 12 bottomfish restricted fishing areas (BRFAs). The 12 BRFAs remain
unchanged, with the same coordinates and locations as in the previous two years. Ad-
ditionally, the State’s non-commercial bag limit for bottomfish also remains the same:
5 onaga or 5 ehu, or a combination of onaga and ehu not to exceed 5 fish in total.

Commercial fishers and marine dealers are reminded to submit your commercial catch
and dealer reports on time. All reports are due by the 10th day of the following month.
If you are able to submit your reports sooner, your kokua would be greatly appreciated.
This will enable NMFS and DLNR-DAR to monitor the cumulative increase of bottomfish
harvests towards the TAC more efficiently, and closer to a real-time basis. To facilitate
report submission, fishers may fax their reports to the Statistical Unit in Honolulu at
(808) 587-0115.

All non-commercial bottomfish fishers who fish in Federal waters are required to obtain
a Federal non-commercial bottomfishing permit. For more information call the Pacific
Islands Regional Office or email PIRO-permits@noaa.gov.

Commercial fishers and dealers, please contact the DAR Statistical Staff at (808) 587-
0594 if you have any questions or require report forms.

Yours truly,
DAN POLHEMUS
Administrator




Division of Aquatic Resources
Dept. of Land & Natural Resources
1151 Punchbowl Street Room 330
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

' Dear Commercial Bottomfish fishers and dealers-

Please let us know what kind of information you would like to see in future newsletters. We welcome your
feedback! WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE IN FUTURE NEWSLETTERS? PLEASE

' CALL statistical staff member, Jessica Phelps, (808) 587-0594 or e-mail jes-
sica.phelps@hawaii.gov. Anyfeedback about the newsletter, positive or negative, is greatly appre-
ciated!

Mahalo!
' DAR Statistical Unit

" Thank you to everyone for your ideas and assistance in editing the Bottomfish Newsletter Volume 3! A spe-
~ cial thanks to: Jo-Anne Kushima, Lauren Washington, Jessica Phelps, Francis Qishi, Reginald Kokubun,
- Michael Quach, Karl Brookins, Dan Polhemus, and The Bottomfish QOutreach Team.




